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Message Text 


NODIS 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: PARM, MNUC, SF 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR TALKS 


REF: PRETORIA 171 


1 . AFTER THIS EXTENDED SILENCE FROM THE SAG ON ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR TEAM VISIT, A DISCUSSION WITH FOURIE CLEARLY 
IS CALLED FOR. CONTINUED RETICENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
SAG TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE WOULD, AT SOME POINT, BEAR 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE LIKELY UTILITY OF SUCH AN UNDERTAKING 
AND OF ANY SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL NEGOTIATION AS THE MEANS 
TO ACHIEVE OUR NUCLEAR OBJECTIVES. EAGERNESS ON OUR PART, 
ON THE OTHER HAND, COULD WELL ERODE OUR POSITION AT THE 
START OF A SENSITIVE EXPLORATORY PROCESS, AND LEAD THE 
SAG TO CONCLUDE THAT IT HAS SOMETHING TO GAIN BY PLAYING 
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"HARD-TO-GET." 


2. YOU MIGHT WISH TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING, AS APPROPRIATE, 
IN INDICATING TO FOURIE THAT WE PREFER A TECHNICAL EXCHANGE 
SOONER RATHER THAN LATER, AND THAT WE VIEW IT AS A 
NECESSARY PRELUDE TO ANY NEGOTIATIONS INVOLVING GERARD 
SMITH. 
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-WE LOOK UPON A PRIVATE MEETING BETWEEN GERARD SMITH AND 
SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS IN VIENNA ON THE MARGINS OF THE 
FEBRUARY 21-22 IAEA BOARD MEETING AS A POSSIBLE NEXT 
STEP AFTER THE SAG HAS RECEIVED OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS. 

-IT IS BECOMING UNLIKELY THAT SUCH A MEETING COULD 
RESULT IN A FINAL SETTLEMENT, BUT IT COULD SERVE AS A 
USEFUL PRELUDE TO A MEETING HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE IF IT 
COULD BUILD UPON THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED BY AN EXCHANGE 
ON THE TECHNICAL ELEMENTS OF OUR POSITION. 

-WE WOULD HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT THE TEAM VISIT WOULD 
BE VIEWED AS USEFUL BY THE SAG, AND THAT IT COULD BE 
SCHEDULED EARLY ENOUGH FOR THE SAG TO BE ABLE TO PREPARE 
A RESPONSE TO OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS WHICH COULD THEN 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO SMITH IN ANY VIENNA DISCUSSION. 

-CONTINUED SLIPPAGE OF THE TEAM VISIT WOULD DIMINISH 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A USEFUL EXCHANGE WITH SMITH IN 
VIENNA, WITH ATTENDANT PREJUDICE FOR WORKING OUT A 
NUCLEAR SETTLEMENT WITHIN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME FRAME. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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SECRET STATE 009388 

NODIS 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, MNUC, SF 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR TALKS 

REF: PRETORIA 171 

1 . AFTER THIS EXTENDED SILENCE FROM THE SAG ON ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR TEAM VISIT, A DISCUSSION WITH FOURIE CLEARLY 
IS CALLED FOR. CONTINUED RETICENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
SAG TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE WOULD, AT SOME POINT, BEAR 
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE LIKELY UTILITY OF SUCH AN UNDERTAKING 
AND OF ANY SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL NEGOTIATION AS THE MEANS 
TO ACHIEVE OUR NUCLEAR OBJECTIVES. EAGERNESS ON OUR PART, 
ON THE OTHER HAND, COULD WELL ERODE OUR POSITION AT THE 
START OF A SENSITIVE EXPLORATORY PROCESS, AND LEAD THE 
SAG TO CONCLUDE THAT IT HAS SOMETHING TO GAIN BY PLAYING 
"HARD-TO-GET." 

2. YOU MIGHT WISH TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING, AS APPROPRIATE, 
IN INDICATING TO FOURIE THAT WE PREFER A TECHNICAL EXCHANGE 
SOONER RATHER THAN LATER, AND THAT WE VIEW IT AS A 
NECESSARY PRELUDE TO ANY NEGOTIATIONS INVOLVING GERARD 
SMITH. 

-WE LOOK UPON A PRIVATE MEETING BETWEEN GERARD SMITH AND 
SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS IN VIENNA ON THE MARGINS OF THE 
FEBRUARY 21-22 IAEA BOARD MEETING AS A POSSIBLE NEXT 
STEP AFTER THE SAG HAS RECEIVED OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS. 

-IT IS BECOMING UNLIKELY THAT SUCH A MEETING COULD 
RESULT IN A FINAL SETTLEMENT, BUT IT COULD SERVE AS A 
USEFUL PRELUDE TO A MEETING HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE IF IT 
COULD BUILD UPON THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED BY AN EXCHANGE 
ON THE TECHNICAL ELEMENTS OF OUR POSITION. 

-WE WOULD HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT THE TEAM VISIT WOULD 
BE VIEWED AS USEFUL BY THE SAG, AND THAT IT COULD BE 
SCHEDULED EARLY ENOUGH FOR THE SAG TO BE ABLE TO PREPARE 
A RESPONSE TO OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS WHICH COULD THEN 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO SMITH IN ANY VIENNA DISCUSSION. 
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-CONTINUED SLIPPAGE OF THE TEAM VISIT WOULD DIMINISH 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A USEFUL EXCHANGE WITH SMITH IN 
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VIENNA, WITH ATTENDANT PREJUDICE FOR WORKING OUT A 
NUCLEAR SETTLEMENT WITHIN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME FRAME. 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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NODIS 
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FOR THE AMBASSADOR DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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TAGS: PARM, MNUC, SF 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR TALKS 

REF: PRETORIA 171 

1 . AFTER THIS EXTENDED SILENCE FROM THE SAG ON ARRANGE- 
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MENTS FOR TEAM VISIT, A DISCUSSION WITH FOURIE CLEARLY 
IS CALLED FOR. CONTINUED RETICENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
SAG TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE WOULD, AT SOME POINT, BEAR 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE LIKELY UTILITY OF SUCH AN UNDERTAKING 
AND OF ANY SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL NEGOTIATION AS THE MEANS 
TO ACHIEVE OUR NUCLEAR OBJECTIVES. EAGERNESS ON OUR PART, 
ON THE OTHER HAND, COULD WELL ERODE OUR POSITION AT THE 
START OF A SENSITIVE EXPLORATORY PROCESS, AND LEAD THE 
SAG TO CONCLUDE THAT IT HAS SOMETHING TO GAIN BY PLAYING 
"HARD-TO-GET." 

2. YOU MIGHT WISH TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING, AS APPROPRIATE, 
IN INDICATING TO FOURIE THAT WE PREFER A TECHNICAL EXCHANGE 
SOONER RATHER THAN LATER, AND THAT WE VIEW IT AS A 
NECESSARY PRELUDE TO ANY NEGOTIATIONS INVOLVING GERARD 
SMITH. 

-WE LOOK UPON A PRIVATE MEETING BETWEEN GERARD SMITH AND 
SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS IN VIENNA ON THE MARGINS OF THE 
FEBRUARY 21-22 IAEA BOARD MEETING AS A POSSIBLE NEXT 
STEP AFTER THE SAG HAS RECEIVED OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS. 

-IT IS BECOMING UNLIKELY THAT SUCH A MEETING COULD 
RESULT IN A FINAL SETTLEMENT, BUT IT COULD SERVE AS A 
USEFUL PRELUDE TO A MEETING HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE IF IT 
COULD BUILD UPON THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED BY AN EXCHANGE 
ON THE TECHNICAL ELEMENTS OF OUR POSITION. 

-WE WOULD HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT THE TEAM VISIT WOULD 
BE VIEWED AS USEFUL BY THE SAG, AND THAT IT COULD BE 
SCHEDULED EARLY ENOUGH FOR THE SAG TO BE ABLE TO PREPARE 
A RESPONSE TO OUR TECHNICAL PROPOSALS WHICH COULD THEN 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO SMITH IN ANY VIENNA DISCUSSION. 
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-CONTINUED SLIPPAGE OF THE TEAM VISIT WOULD DIMINISH 
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THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A USEFUL EXCHANGE WITH SMITH IN 
VIENNA, WITH ATTENDANT PREJUDICE FOR WORKING OUT A 
NUCLEAR SETTLEMENT WITHIN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME FRAME. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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